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“When dealing with children there is greater need for observing than probing.”
Maria Montessori

Observation Observation is a principle element of the Montessori Method. Children
and teachers alike use observation to gain information. Maria Montessori was trained as
a scientist who gathers data through observation. She incorporated this practice into the
everyday functioning of the Montessori classroom.
The Student as Observer
* Knowledge Acquisition Students are
encouraged to observe as a means of
gaining information. They observe the
environment, other students, and the
teachers.
* Introduction to Materials New
materials are introduced by the
Directress (head teacher) to individual
students through demonstration. After
the Directress presents the material,
the child is given the opportunity to
perform the task. Once a child has
demonstrated that he is able to use the material appropriately, he is free to choose it.
The Directress as Observer
* Evaluation The Directress of a Montessori classroom is constantly observing
students. She uses these observations to track each child’s progress and development.
Observation tells her where a child is in the mastery of a skill, and when he is ready to
be introduced to new materials. In a Montessori classroom, observation replaces the
more traditional forms of student evaluation and testing.
* Knowing the Child Observation gives the Directress information about individual
student personality, learning style, temperament, strengths and weaknesses, social
interactions, language acquisition, and current interests and work.
* Behavior If a child is exhibiting negative behaviors, observing can give the
Directress information about the behavior. Understanding what is initiating unwanted
behavior can help with determining an appropriate method for addressing the
behavior, be it prevention, redirection, distraction, or removal from the situation.

What Is It, and What Do You Do With It?
The November newsletter introduced you to the Metal
Insets from the Language Area, pictured on the left. A child
carefully places an Inset, a set of colored pencils, and a
square paper on a tray. The
child then traces the inset and
colors it. She may also select a
felt pad and punch pin, then
punch holes around the shape. This activity works on fine motor
development, specifically writing skills. It also develops vocabulary,
independence, concentration, and coordination.
To the right is something from the Math Area. Can you figure out what
your child might do with this material?

What Can I Do at Home?

Try observing your child as a Montessori teacher might. You

may learn something about your child’s development or behavior. You can use this information
to provide activities that promote development of skills, or determine appropriate strategies for
preventing or dealing with negative behaviors. If she gets frustrated when she colors, what is causing
her frustration? If she throws a toy, what is happening before this? What happens after this? As
inconspicuously as possible, sit and record what she does. Write down her actions and her dialogue.
Be specific. Do not include your insights or suppositions.
(ex. correct recording: M sits on the rug. M holds a marker in her right hand between her thumb and

first two fingers. M draws a circle on a paper. M draws two dots in the circle. M draws a line in the
circle under the dots. ex. incorrect recording: M sits on the rug with a marker in her hand. M draws
an angry face. From the first recording you know that M has mastered the pincer grasp, and she can
draw a circle and a line. The second recording gives you an assumption, that she drew an angry face,
which may not be the case, and no developmental information.)

Calendar Highlights
* Thursday, December 15th, 5 PM, Lancaster
Congregational Church - Winter Holiday Performance Sunnybrook families join together for a special performance by
the Sunnybrook students, followed by refreshments and
merrymaking
* December 19th - January 2nd - Winter Break - no school

